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WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION COLLABORATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION 
 
We would appreciate your using this table for reporting on collaboration during period 2005-2007 and on future activities planned with WHO
 
Name of NGO:  WORLD FEDERATION OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS Date of completion of report:  July 2007 
 
 
Geographical Area: 
- global 
- regional 
- subregional 
- national 

Title of Project / Activity Brief Description of project / 
activity and specific 
contribution 

Indicate cooperating 
partners: 
(1)  WHO 
(2)  Other UN agencies 
(3)  National government 
(4)  Other NGO(s) 

Indicate: 
- starting / concluding 
dates 
- anticipated outcome or 
known results 

GLOBAL 
WFOT Representative: 

WFOT Council 

 

Celebration of 50 years of 
collaboration between WFOT 
and WHO 

The WHO and WFOT established 
formal cooperation in February 
1959. The WFOT and WHO/DAR 
discussed the commemoration of 
this collaboration. 

Some suggestions include some 
special event in 2009 marking the 
successful partnership. 

WHO / WFOT August 2005 – 2010 
WFOT Congress Chile 

Ongoing project 
development 

WFOT Representative: 

Kit Sinclair 
 

WHO Guidelines on Medical 
Rehabilitation to be revised 
from the WHO Blue Book 
published in the 1980’s 

WHO Disability and Rehabilitation 
Team Meeting of Advisors. 
The meeting was called as a ‘think 
tank’ to develop guidelines for 
medical rehabilitation for WHO 
with a view to dissemination to 
stakeholders who include both 
medical practitioners and policy 
makers. 

WHO, WFOT, PAHO, RI, 
DPI-Europe, ICRC, HI, 
WFOT, WCPT, CURE Intl, 
AIAR, ISCS, CBM, ISPO, 
WB, CDCP 
 

24-25 October 2005 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Outcomes include a matrix 
for the chapters of the 
guidelines 

WFOT representative: 

Frank Kronenberg 
WHO guidelines on 
community based 
rehabilitation (CBR) 

Following the Helsinki Meeting on 
CBR (2003), a format for 
Guidelines has been established 
and matrix for chapter outlines 
produced 

WHO, UNA, NGOs, DPO’s, 
WFOT 

Ongoing project. WFOT 
position paper on CBR 
was produced and ratified 
by Council in 2004. 
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WFOT Representative: 

Jocelyn Campbell 
Review of Document on 
manual wheelchairs in 
developing countries 

Reviewed the document in two 
successive versions 

WHO / Motivation / WFOT July 2006 – July 2007 

WFOT Representatives: 

Kit Sinclair 

Anne Carswell 

Mary Ann McColl 

WHO-DAR Data and 
Terminology Meeting 
 

To develop consensus on 
terminology, on existing data and 
on a universal framework for 
disability data. 

 

WHO, WFOT, WB, WCPT, 
ISPO and others from the 
medical profession. 

July 26, 2006 
 
WFOT discussion paper 
prepared for presentation 
to members of the meeting 
as it coincides with WFOT 
world Congress in 
Australia / sent to 
WHO/DAR 3 July 2006 

WFOT representative: 

Kit Sinclair 

 

Meeting in Geneva  Meeting to discuss collaboration 
among NGOs in relation to post 
tsunami response and 
international disaster 
preparedness and response 

ICRC (International 
Committee of the Red Cross) 
Claude Tardif-Head of 
Physical Rehabilitation, and 
Theo Verhoeff-Director, 
Special fund for the disabled, 
and Francois Friedel, 
Physiotherapist 

26 October 2005 

WFOT Representatives: 

Kit Sinclair 

Expert OT’s 

 

WHO publication: Promoting 
the Development of Infants 
and Young Children with 
Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus 

Review of manual with a view to 
re-editing this joint publication. 

Comments and feedback collected 
from various Occupational 
Therapy experts in Iran, Slovenia, 
Australia, Sweden, Brazil, 
Zimbabwe 

WHO, WFOT, WCPT, 
International Federation For 
Spina Bifida & 
Hydrocephalus, 

May 2007 Compiled 
response sent to WHO 
Contributing to an 
improved manual for 
midlevel workers. 

 Experts willing to revise 
publication as necessary 
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WFOT Representative: 

WFOT Executive 
Management Team 

World Health Report 2006 Information provided from WFOT 
Team including: 

European profile of Occupational 
Therapists, COTEC  

Schools: number and 
geographical distribution of OT, 
description of the existing 
accreditation process, number of 
graduates 

Regulation: role of the State and 
the professional association, type 
of interventions, registration 
procedures  

Recruitment and migration: report 
of the WFOT's group that works in 
this issue  

WHO / WFOT 2005-2006 

Comprehensive 
information provided for 
Report Research Team, 
queries responded to with 
regular collaboration 
during chapter writing 

WFOT Representative: 

WFOT Executive 
Management Team 

World Health Report 2009 Kit Sinclair invited as Advisor to 
WHR, Sharon Brintnell, Samantha 
Shann, and Alfred Ramukumba 
included on chapter teams 

WHO-DAR / WFOT Ongoing project 

WFOT Representatives: 

Rachel Thibeault 

Sharon Brintnell 

World Bank draft report on 
CBR for post-conflict. Human 
Rehabilitation Post-conflict 
and Countries in conflict and 
post-conflict 

Reviewed the draft report and 
provided comment and 
suggestions. The disability team 
has together with the Post-conflict 
department within the Bank and 
Leonard Cheshire Centre of 
Conflict Recovery been working on 
a brief note on Community Based 
Rehabilitation and Inclusive 
Community Approach to disability 
in Post-Conflict settings. 

WFOT / World Bank 

NGOs 

May 2006 

Responses sent to WHO 
and World Bank 
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WFOT Representatives: 

Kit Sinclair 

Anne Carswell 

TEACH VIP Peer Review comments on 
Instructor’s Guide core curriculum 
and advanced lessons 1-3. 

WHO Mental Health 
Department of Injuries and 
Violence Prevention 

September 2006 

Feedback on this aspect 
completed. 

WFOT Representative: 

WFOT Executive 
Management Team 
 

WHO Atlas CBR 
 

Promotion and advertising of the 
project to associations and 
collaborating NGOs through the 
WFOT website, gathering of data 
from various organizations  

WHO-DAR / WFOT Information gathered and 
submitted 
October 2006 
 

WFOT Representative: 

Trevor Goddard 

e-Discussion: ‘Strengthening 
Efforts to Eradicate Poverty 
and Hunger’ 

This e-Discussion is part of a 
larger process of global 
consultation - ECOSOC’s Annual 
Ministerial Review (AMR) - that 
assesses the progress in 
implementation of the 
internationally agreed 
development goals, including the 
MDGs. 

UNDP, UNDESA, NGO’s March 2007 
Contributed to discussion 
from occupational therapy 
perspective 

WFOT Representative: 
WFOT Council 

WFOT position paper on 
Human Rights 

This paper supports the activity 
and participation perspective of 
the WHO ICF and may be used to 
address MDGs with national 
governments 

Sent to WHO, UN 
departments and NGOs 

July 2006 
Used by national OT 
associations  to promote 
occupational rights to 
NGOs and national 
governments 

WFOT Representative: 

Kit Sinclair 
 

IASC Mental health 
guidelines for emergency 
situations 

Peer review of guidelines related 
to rehabilitation in emergency 
response 

WHO / IASC Task force on 
Mental health and 
Psychological support in 
emergency situations 

January/ June 2006 
Review sent in January to 
first draft and in June to 
second draft 

WFOT Representatives: 

Kit Sinclair 

Nancy Rushford 
 

World Bank e- discussion on 
disabled and other vulnerable 
people in natural disasters  
(4 weeks) 

Emphasis on the need for the 
inclusion of all affected people and 
communities and a global 
perspective (on DP&R) that 
addresses poverty and other 
issues such as environmental 
protection and gender inequalities.  

Bellanet, DFID, Hivos, ICA, 
ICCO, IICD, OneWorld, 
UNAIDS and World Bank 

June 2006 
Ongoing WFOT 
representation/participatio
n in networks and 
discussion forums in 
DP&R 
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WFOT Representative: 
Christiane Mentrup 

Meeting with Amy Farkas, 
Disability and Human 
Development Manager IPC, 
Bonn 

To discuss the development of a 
mutual project. Focus of the 
project would be on mobility for 
handicapped persons with a 
special consideration of athletes. 

WFOT / International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC) 

Ongoing project 

 

REGIONAL 

 
AFRICA / MIDDLE EAST 

 
WFOT Representative: 
Christiane Mentrup 

Meeting of Health Ministers 
Geneva 

In following up on a meeting with 
Dr. Murthy at the WHO Disability 
and Rehabilitation Meeting in 
Geneva in March 2005, Christiane 
Mentrup kept in contact with his 
WHO office Middle East Region. 
The WHO officers see the need to 
support rehabilitation services in 
the region.  

WHO / WFOT March 2005 
The intent of the potential 
cooperation would be to 
organize a conference for 
the health ministers in the 
middle east to develop 
appropriate mutual goals 
and strategies. 

WFOT Representatives: 
Christiane Mentrup 

Madeleine Corsten-Mignot  

OT Egypt Project To promote the development of 
occupational therapy services and 
education in Egypt 

Ministry of Health and 
population, Egypt 
University faculty of Cairo 
University, Alexandria 
University, German 
University, Ain Shams 
University Supreme Council 
of Egyptian Universities 

27 December 2004 – 
9 January 2005 
The beginning of an 
ongoing project to support 
development of the OT 
profession 

WFOT Representative: 
Sharon Brintnell 

Occupational Therapy African 
Region Group (OTARG) 
Congress  

Promotion of occupational therapy 
regional networking for education 
enhancement and  research 
partnerships 

WFOT / national OT 
associations (Kenya, 
Zimbabwe, Uganda, South 
Africa, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Namibia  

10-15 August 2005 
 
Moshi, Tanzania 
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AMERICAS 
 

WFOT Representative: 
Enrique Henny 
 

Latin American Meeting on 
Community Based 
Rehabilitation (CBR) 

To boost interest in CBR in the 
region and to provide assistance 
to people with disabilities globally, 
particularly in Latin America. 

WFOT / PAHO 22-24 November 2006 
Ongoing CBR/OT activities 
in Latin America 

WFOT Representatives: 
Enrique Henny 

Marilyn Pattison 

WFOT2010 Congress World OT congress to be held in 
Santiago, Chile in 2010 

Latin American national 
associations, international 
occupational therapists and 
health professionals 

 2010- date to be 
announced 
Ongoing project 

 
ASIA PACIFIC 

 
WFOT Representative: 

Kit Sinclair 
 

5th National Conference on 
Rehabilitation Therapy of the 
Chinese Association of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, 
Shen Zhen, PR China. 

Presentation on Minimum 
Standards for Education of 
Occupational Therapists 

Government officials, 
Department of Public Health  
University and medical 
professionals 

21 August 2006 
Continuing liaison with 
universities and ministry 
officials 

WFOT Representative: 

Kit Sinclair 

 

Meeting with university and 
hospital staff of the Capital 
University and CRRC, Beijing 
China 

Development of occupational 
therapy education programme in 
China 

Capital University officials 
Faculty and staff of China 
Rehabilitaiton Research 
Centre Beijing China 

February 2006 
First Occupational therapy 
BSc programme in China 
approved by WFOT in July 
2006 

WFOT Representatives: 
WFOT delegates 

Executive Management 
Team 

14th WFOT Congress,  
Sydney Australia. 
OT in Action: local and global 

International and regional 
workshops, seminars, 
presentations, and exhibition 

OT Australia, national 
associations, international 
occupational therapists and 
health professionals 

23-28 July 2006 

WFOT Representatives: 
Kerry Thomas 

Kit Sinclair 
 

Tsunami response Situational analysis in Indonesia, 
Thailand, & Sri Lanka and 
subsequent  
 

WHO  
  

19-28 March 2005 

WFOT Representatives: 
Kerry Thomas 

Kit Sinclair 
 

Tsunami Response Post tsunami Action planning 
Regional workshop 

Direct Relief International 
Motivation 
Dept of Health of Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia and Thailand 

11-16 December 2006 
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WFOT Representative: 

Kit Sinclair 

 

4th Asia Pacific Occupational 
Therapy congress (APOTC) 

International and regional 
workshops, seminars, 
presentations, and exhibition 

HKOTA, Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, 
government officials, NGOs, 
exhibitors 

23-26 June 2007 

 
EUROPE 

 
WFOT Representatives: 
Sharon Brintnell 

Julie Piergrossi 
 

European Health Ministers 
Conference on Mental Health 
Sharon Brintnell 
Julie Piergrossi 
Helsinki Finland 

Two WFOT representatives 
participated in the conference and 
presented a poster about 
occupational therapy in mental 
health  

WHO European Region 
European Union 
governmental representatives 
from 56 countries 

January 2005 
Helsinki, Finland 

WFOT Representative: 

Executive Management 
Team 

Round table discussion  

Rega, Latvia 

Meetings for cooperation in the 
development of national standard 
for the OT profession, developing 
partnerships with DPO and NGOs  

LAOT and Ministry of 
Welfare, DPO, University 

 

WFOT Representative 

Anne Carswell 

10th Annual Conference of 
the European Network of 
Occupational Therapy in 
Higher Education (ENOTHE) 

 

Presentation on the Minimum 
Standards for the Education of 
Occupational Therapists and 
discussion of professional entry 
level competencies for European 
OT 

ENOTHE / WFOT 
All educational programs in 
Europe, Palestine, Tunisia, 
CAOT 

23-25 September 2005 
Vienna, Austria 

 

NATIONAL 

EGYPT 

WFOT Representative: 

Sharon Brintnell  

Consultation with 2 
Universities and  
Ministry of Health 

Presentation on Minimum 
Standards for Education of 
Occupational Therapists 
Consultation on curriculum design 

WFOT / Directors of Health 
Science programs 
Universities 
Ministry of Health ,Education 
and  Human Resource 
Planning Centre 

July 29 – August 3 2006 
Further development 
toward university based 
OT education programmes 

WFOT Representative: 
Sharon Brintnell 

Consultation with Committee 
for the Advancement of 
Occupational Therapy in 
Egypt 

To determine commitment for the 
development of occupational 
therapy programs in Egyptian 
higher education system 

Meeting with two University 
Presidents 
Representative of the Minster 
of Higher Education 

August 3-10 2006 
Leading toward the 
approval of two university 
programmes in 
occupational therapy  
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WFOT Representative: 
Executive Management 
Team 

OT conference Cairo 
 
Meeting with universities 
 

Promotion of occupational therapy 
services and degree programmes 
in universities in Cairo 

Egyptian Ministry of Higher  
Education and Ministry  of 
Health 
Meeting with two universities 
 

23-29 April 2007 
Two universities courses 
have been proposed to 
commence in Sept 2007 
pending Ministry of Higher 
Education’s approval 
NGOs offering OT services 

WFOT Representative: 
Sue Hartshorne 

OT Egypt Project Developing OT services, liaising 
with universities for curriculum 
development 

Ain Sham University 
6th October University 
NGOs, Government officials 

Ongoing project 

MALAYSIA 
WFOT Representatives: 
Kit Sinclair 

Marilyn Pattison 

Meetings with ministry of 
health, directors of 
Universities, and MOTA 

Meetings concerning upgrading of 
occupational therapy education 
programmes in Malaysia 

Deputy Director General of 
Health, Datuk Dr Abdul Gani 
Mohamed Din, University 
Deans and Directors 

1-5 December 2005 

INDIA 
WFOT Representatives: 
Kerry Thomas 

Kit Sinclair 

Samantha Shann 

Disaster preparedness and 
response (DP&R) 

India national DP&R e-based 
workshop held over 11 weeks 
involving 23 participants 

AIOTA / WFOT September –November 
2006 
National OT disaster 
preparedness and 
response action plan and 
task force established 

INDONESIA 
WFOT Representatives:  
Sharon Brintnell 

Nancy Rushford 

Disaster preparedness and 
response (DP&R) 

National DP&R action planning 
workshop Indonesia 
Action planning for future 
emergencies including national 
action plan and national task force 

IOTA 
Direct Relief International 
WHO 
Ministry of Health 

March 2006 
National OT disaster 
preparedness and 
response action plan and 
task force established 

SRI LANKA 
WFOT Representatives: 
Kerry Thomas 

Helen Sims 

Disaster preparedness and 
response (DP&R) 

National DP&R Action planning  
and capacity building workshop  
Sri Lanka 
Action planning for future 
emergencies including national 
action plan and national task force 

SLOT 
Motivation 
Dept of Health of Sri Lanka, 

May 2006 
National OT disaster 
preparedness and 
response action plan and 
task force established  
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THAILAND 

WFOT Representatives: 
WFOT DP&R Team: 

Marilyn Pattison 

Nancy Rushford 

Kit Sinclair 
 

Disaster preparedness and 
response (DP&R) 

National DP&R Action planning  
and capacity building workshop  
Action planning for future 
emergencies including national 
action plan and national task force 

Thai OT Association 
WHO  
Department of mental health  
Thailand 

May 2006 
National OT disaster 
preparedness and 
response action plan and 
task force established 

 
WFOT Executive Management Team: 
 
Executive 
Kit Sinclair : President 
Anne Carswell : Vice President (Past Programme Coordinator Education and Research) 
Sharon Brintnell : Vice President Finance 
Marilyn Pattison : Executive Director 
 
Programme Coordinators: 
Alfred Ramukumba : Education and Research 
Samantha Shann : International Cooperation 
Lena Haglund : Promotion and Development 
Julie Piergrossi : Standards and Quality 
 
 
WFOT Representatives: 
 
Christiane Mentrup : Past 2nd Vice President, Germany / Switzerland (Development of OT in Egypt) 
Madeleine Corstens-Mignot : Delegate, Netherlands (Development of OT in Egypt) 
Susan Hartshorne : WFOT Ambassador Egypt (Development of OT in Egypt) 
Enrique Henny : WFOT Ambassador Chile, Past 1st Vice President,  
Frank Kronenberg : Netherlands (CBR)  
Helen Sims : Motivation, UK (DP&R Sri Lanka) 
Jocelyn Campbell : 1st Alternate Delegate, Canada (Review Document Wheelchairs) 
Kerry Thomas : WFOT Consultant, Australia (Situational Analysis - DP&R) 
Mary Ann McColl : Queen’s University, Canada (WHO Data and Terminology) 
Nancy Rushford : Handicap International in Aceh (DP&R Indonesia) 
Rachel Thibeault : University of Ottawa, Canada ( 
Trevor Goddard : Curtin University, WA Australia (UN Global Compact) 
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